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Honoured,  Sir , 

Know  you  (as  well  as  ocher  Ingenious 
and  Tnquificive  Perfons)  are  feme  what 
concern’d ,  and  defirous  to  underhand 
what  Succefs  my  lare  Enquiries  have  had 
into  one  of  the  Grand  Myfteries  of  Na- 
_  f  ^  tuve  ,  I  mean  the  BATHES  of  this 

City  :  confidering  efpecially  that  You 
were  pleafed  the  laft  Summer  to  afford  me  the  Honour  of  your 
Company  and  particular  Acquaintance,  and  to  exprefs  a 
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Concerning  fome 
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BATH 


more  than  ordinary  defire  of  my  proceeding  in  this  Thing* 
Concerning  which  I  muft  tell  you ,  that  as  I  have  not  been 
wanting,  either  to  Pains  or  Pay  ,  in  my  Proceedings  hither¬ 
to  ^  f o  I  have  had  the  good  Hap  (  which  hath  been  my  En^ 
couragement )  to  meet  with  many  confiderable  Difcoveries. 
And  though  the  main  Body  of  the  Matter,  colleacd  touch¬ 
ing  this  Affair,  be  not  yet  ripe  for  the  Launcet ,  but  will  re¬ 
quire  a  longer  time  to  digeft;  yet  fome  Obfervations  I  fhail 
now  communicate  which  will  give  a  little  fatisftoion  to  an 
earnclt  dehre ,  and  make,  in  fome  meafure,  appear  that  we 
have  been  lame  and  defective  hitherto  in  a  rational  Account 
and  true  Undemanding  of  the  Nature  of  thefe  Waters. 

it  hath  been  indeed  the  ill  fortune  of  thefe  Bathes  f  which 
I  may  truly  fay  are  as  good  if  not  better  than  any  Baches 
in  the  world)  to  lie  a  long  time  in  obfcurity,  and  not  (o 
much  as  to  be  mentioned  among  the  Bathes  of  Europe  by 
any  orreign  Writer,  till  about  the  year  1570.  when  thac 
Excellent  Perlon  Sir  Edward  fame ,  fent  AmbafTadour  by 
Queen  Elizabeth  to  Pope  Julius  the  Third ,  and  Paul  the 
Eourth,  made  fome  Relation  of  them  to  that  famous  Writer 
reas  Bacclus  ,  then  at  Rome  ;  and  writing  his  elaborate 
Book  ^  Thermit,  into  which  he  hath  inferred  them, upon  his 
i\v.  anon  Lii?.q.  Cap .  1  though  fomewhat  improperly;  a- 
mong  Sulphurous  Bathes.  r  r  7 

About  the  fame  time  alio  one  John  Jones,  an  honeft  Camlro - 
Britain,  frequenting  the  Bathes  for  Pradife,  compofed  a  little 
Treatilc  ;of  them,  which  he  calls  Bathes  Aid  ,  in  which  are 
iome  things  not  contemptible,  though  in  a  plain  Countrey 
chefs,  and  which  might  fatisfle  and  gratifte  the  Appetite  of 
tho.e  times  ,  which  fed  more  heartily  and  healthily  too 
,  n  ’  uP,0fl  Par foils  Fare,  good  Beef  and  Bag- Pudding, 
than  we  do  now  upon  Kickfbaws  and  Haut-gufts;  yet  no- 
tmng  of  the  true  Nature  is  there  difeovered,  only  ,  as  al- 
moil  m  all  former  Writers  of  Bathes,  chiefly  Catholick  ,  a 
drong  Stanch  of  Sulphur ,  and  a  great  ado  about  a  Sub¬ 
terranean  Fire ,  a  fit  refemblaiice  of  Hell ,  atleaft  ofPurgatory. 

Our 


i  -  A  *4 


(  3  ) 


Our  Countrey- man  Do&or  William  Turner  I  confefs 
was  more  particularly  concern’d  to  give  a  better  account ,  then 
I  find  is  done  in  his  Difcourfe  of  Englifh  ,  German  ,  and 
Italian  Bathes.  But  whether  want  of  opportunity  >  or  any 
other  impediment  was  in  caufe,  I  know  not ;  But  I  find  that  at 
this  flay  they  ftood  till  the  Famous  Doftor  Jerden  took  Fen  in 
Hand  ,  about  the  Year  i6jo.  To  whom  I  thought  fit  to  make 
fome  Additions,  at  my  fit  ft  entrance  on  this  Place,  fome  five 
Years  fince  ,  and  although  that  Learned  and  Candid  Phyfitian 
had  chiefly  and  more  efpecially  an  intent  to  enlarge  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  our  Bathes  in  Somerfet-fiire ,  as  he  declares  to  my 
Lord  Cottlngton  ,  in  his  Dedicatory  Epiftle  ;  and  hath  per¬ 
formed  more  then  any  Man  before  him  ;  yet  what  was  firft 
in  Intention  ,  was  laft  in  Execution,  and  how  fmall  a  part  of 
that  Treatife  is  fpent  upon  this  SubjeCf,  how  fhort  he  is  in  fome 
Macerial  Points ,  and  what  Objections  may  be  framed  againft 
his  Opinion,  I  may  fometime  or  other,  with  dueRefpeCt,  more 
largely  treat  off,  and  for  the  prefent  fhali  here,  with  good 
Sem  and  Japhet  caft  a  Garment  over  the  Nakednefs  of  this  my 
Father. 


What  hath  been  done  fince  (  except  in  fome  particular 
pieces  of  other  Trads,  to  the  Authors  of  which  the  Bathes  are 
alfo  indebted  for  their  kindnefs  and  good  will)  is  not  worth  the 
mentioning.  The  old  faying^  true,  little  Dogs  rauft  pifs,  and 
what  is  writ  upon  an  Ale-bench  claims  the  greater  affinity  to 
the  Pipe  and  the  Candle  ;  efpecially  if  the  beft  Wine  at  the 
Feaft  (which  is  ufually  kept  till  laft),  be  but  a  filly  ftory  of 
Tom  Coriat  ,  and  an  old  Taunton  Ballad  new  vampt  (The 
Creatur’s  parts  lying  that  way  )  abufing  the  dead  Ghofts  of 
Ludbudibras  and  Bladud ,  with  a  Nonfenfico-Pragmarical, 

Anticruzado  Oricnrado-Rhodomontado'U^^uth-Le,  Grand, 

which  we  Wefterly  Moderns,  call  a  grore  Lye, in  to  the  Bargain. 
A  pretty  Artifice  in  Rheronck  ,  to  cry  a  thing  up,  and  be- 
hnere,  and  [bed  plentifully  on  the  Founder  Ordure ,  both  Hu* 
mmc  and  Be  Maine . 
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I  have  Induftrioufly  omitted  Dodfor  Johnfony  Dodfor  Ven- 
ner  and  fome  others,  in  regard  it  would  be  improper  here  to 
Write  more  Hiftoricai/y  which  I  refolve  to  do  if  my  leifure 
permit,  on  another  occasion.  I  (hall  therefore  now  let  you 
know  not  fo  much  what  hath  been  done  by  others,  as  what  fur¬ 
ther  difeoveries  have  been  made  by  my  endeavours,  aflifted  by 
the  careful  Pains  of  Mr.  Henry  Moor  an  expert  Apochecary  and 
Chymift  of  this  City. 

And  here  at  firfl:  J  cannot  but  take  notice  how  that  opinion 
hath  fomucb  prevailed  as  to  be  accounted  Orthodox  ,  and  hot 
only  received  by  Tradition  as  certain  but  Printed  as  fuch, 
that  the  Body  of  the  Waters  is  fo  Jejune  and  empty,  as  to 
afford  little  or  nothing  at  all  whereby  to  make  a  difeovery 
of  its  Nature,  and  that  what  impregnates  the  Bathes  is  not 
Subftantially ,  Materially  or  Corporally  there ,  but  potenti¬ 
ally,  virtually  and  formally,  or  to  ufe  the  Authors  own  words, 
eTur (mMwv  w  \vi%y*cL  with  milch  more  canting  after  this 
manner  in  a  fmalldifcourfein  Latin  written  by  an  Itinerant 
^  ^  Exotick  5  when  as  a  flight  operation  will  foon  evince  it, 

Loc:T.  A.  though  white  and  tranfparent  of  it  felf ,  being  taken  imme- 
pag.  31,  diately  from  the  Pump,  to  contain  a  conflderable  quantity 
of  a  Dusky,  Gritty,  and  Saline  Matter,  with  many  tran¬ 
fparent  Particles  intermixed  with  it,  to  the  proportion,  (as 
near  as  1  can  calculate ,  fometimes  more  and  fometimes 
lefs)  of  two  drams  to  a  gallon  of  the  Water.  And  this  I 
can  afeertain,  having  had  feveral  ounces  of  it  done  in  Eaith, 
Iron,  Bell-mettle,  and  Glafl,  and  have  at  this  time  three  or 
four  ounces  by  me>  untoucht,  beflde  what  I  have  made  ufe  of  in 
other  experiments. 

.VsA  k  *  But 
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Rode  Caper,  vitemy  t  amen  hie  cum  ft  ah  U  ad  At  as 
In  tua  quod  fundi  cornua  pojfity  erit . 

Goat ,  Barke  the  Vine  ;  yet  juice  enough  will  rife 
Todreanchchy  Head,  when madea  Sacrifice. 
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Bat  the  thing  I  flhali  more  Peculiarly  infill  on  ,  at  this  pre* 
fentj  is*  That  by  Gods  blefiTing  ,  on  my  Indudrious  Search, 
I  fuppofe  I  have  lighted  on  the  main  Condiment ,  of  the 
Vtrtuesof  the  Bath  r  in  which  alone  refides  what  benefit  cm 
be  expe$ed  from  the  ufe  of  thefe  Waters,  and  lodgech  in  a 
Saline  fubdance  *  in  a  very  fmall  proportion  to  the  Body  of 
the  Waters,  fo  that  as  they  are  now,  not  much  more  then 
fourty  grains  is  contained  in  a  Gallon ,  in  fo  much  that  this 
little  Soul ,  as  I  may  fo  term  it ,  is  almod  lod  in  fo  Gigamkk  a 
Body,  and  cannot  animate  it  with  that  vigour,  and  activity  as 
may  be  rationally  expelled  ,  were  a  greater  quantity  of  the 
Sale  contained  in  a  lefs  proportion  of  the  Water*  The  Re¬ 
mainder,  which  is  not  Saline,  being  as  I  judg,  two  Parts  of 
Three  of  the  Bulk  of  the  contents,  is  partly  Whitifh*  Gritty, 
and  of  a  Lapideous  Nature,  concreting  of  it  felf,  into  a  dony 
confidence  not  eafily  diifolvable  $  partly  more  Light ,  and 
Dirty,  refembling  Clay,  or  Marie,  and  difeovers  it  felf  by 
an  apparent  feparation  from  the  Saline  and  Gritty  part  men¬ 
tioned  before.  ■ 

Now  the  chief  Venue  of  the  Bath  as  I  conceive  confiding  in 
the  Salts,  which  appear  by  undeniable  Experiments ,  to  be 
Nitrous,  and  I  believe  Vitrioline  (Bitumen  and  Sulphur  being 
not  Primarily,  as  thefe  Salts,  but  Secondarily  concern’d, 
which  confiding  of  Un$uous  Particles,  cannot  be  fuppofed 
capable  of  mixing  with  the  Body  of  the  Waters,  and  there¬ 
fore  no  way  obfervable  in  the  Contents)  and  no  fmall  propor¬ 
tioned  other  things  blended  with  it,  the  bed  way  to  make  it 
mod  ferviceable  I  conceived  to  be ;  to  free  it  from  thofe  incum¬ 
brances  and  allays  it  hath  from  the  other  Ingredients,  and  pre-> 
pare  it  as  exadlly  as  may  be  performed  by  Art,  for  the  'benefit 
of  thofe  efpecially  who  are  willing  to  Drink  the  Waters  with 
greater  fuccefs  in  a  lcfTer  quantity  $  which  they  may  now 
do,  and  have  more  of  the  vertue  of  the  Waters,  iit  squarr, 
three  pints,  or  a  pottle,  then  they  formerly  had  in  two  or 
three  Gallons,  did  they  drink  as  much  ;  which  will  be  be- 
fides  other  Conveniencies,  a  great  relief  to  the  Stomachy 

which 
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which  certainly  mull  be  relaxed  *  and  the  Tone  of  ic  in¬ 
jured  by  that  vaft  quantity  of  Water  which  is  ufually  ca- 
ken  diluting  its  ferment  overmuch,  and  diftending its  Mem¬ 
branes  beyond  all  the  bounds  of  a  reafonable  Capacity. 


Befides,  whac  is  feparated  only  by  an  artificial  Extra&ion 
will  better  unite  again,  and  mix  with  the  Waters, as  much 
more  familiar, than  the  extraneous  Salts  of  Sal  PrnneHa^  Cream 
of  Tartar ,  &c.  which  are  ufually  diflolved  and  drunk  with 
the  Waters ;  fo  that  a  great  part  of  the  Operation  may  be  af- 
cribed  to  that  }  and  the  Waters  being,  as  we  fay,  between 
two  Stools,  that  of  it  felf,  and  the  diflolvent  in  it,  hath  not 
attained  to  that  degree  of  Reputation  as  they  have  defer- 
ved,  and  may  be  procured  with  much  more  advantage,  if  no¬ 
thing  but  the  fame  befpent  upon  the  fame,  a  way  of  Improve* 
ment  altogether  equally  beneficial  to  Fluids  and  Solids,  to  the 
wee  as  to  the  dry. 

Again,  whereas  it  is  a  cuftom  here  as  in  all  other  places 
of  the  like  Nature  ,  when  Perfons  are  not  willing ,  or  have 
not  conveniences  to  come  to  the  Fountain  Head,  to  fend  for 
the  Waters  to  the  places  of  their  Refidence,  not  thinking  much 
material  whether  tMahomet  go  to  the  Mountain,  or  the 
Mountain  come  to  him,  whereby  the  Virtue  of  the  Waters  is 
much  impaired ,  though  flopped  and  fealed  up  with  never  fo 
much  care;  this  defe6t  may  be  fupplyed  by  the  addition  of 
a  Quantity  of  the  fame  Ingredients ,  which  may  repair  the 
lofs  that  hath  been  fuftained  by  Evaporation  in  the  Carriage, 
or  other  way  of  dammage ,  and  reftore  ic  again,  as  near  as 
may  be ,  to  its  prifline  Virtue,  and  genuine  advantage.  Not 
to  mention  that  if  need  require,  and  the  poorer  fort  cannot 
procure  or  pay  the  Fraighc  for  the  Waters,  they  may  rake 
a  ftiorcer  courfe ,  by  mixing  the  Sait,  which  they  may  have 
at  reafonable  Rates,  with  Spring  Water,  brought  to  a  pro¬ 
portionable  degree  of  heat  at  home,  and  expetft  more  advan¬ 
tage,  for  ought  I  know,  than  thofe  that  drink  the  Waters  them- 

^  felves 
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fclves  at  fo  great  a  diftance ;  I  have  therefore  ordered  conve¬ 
nient  Dofes  of  the  Salt  to  be  prepared  and  kept ,  by  Mr 
William  Child  Alderman,  and  Mr.  Henry  Moore ,  two  Apo¬ 
thecaries  in  Bathe ,  to  whom  any  one  may  refort  that  fhaU 
have  occafion. 

And  becaufe  I  am  now  fallen  on  this  Subjett  I  fhall  crave 
leave  to  remind  you  of  what  you  well  enough  underftand  al¬ 
ready,  that  not  only  Dnlcins  but  Vtilius  exipfo  Fonte  ,  &c. 
and  Waters  efpecially  impregnated  with  volatile  Spirits,  fuch 
as  moil  acid  are,  and  peculiarly  Vitrioline  ,  to  avoid  the  in¬ 
convenience  and  expence ,  not  fo  much  of  Money  as  Virtue > 
in  the  Carriage,  muft  be  drunk  on  the  place  where  they  are, 
which  in  fome  kind  refembling  Children ,  that  muft  live  by 
fucking,  if  once  removed  from  their  Mother,  or  Nurfe,  by  de¬ 
grees  dwindle  away,  and  at  laft  die. 

It  is  obfervable  in  thefe  Waters,  that  with  four  Grains  of 
Galls  injetted  into  a  Pint  Glafs  of  Water ,  or  the  Water 
poured  on  it ,  it  immediately  turns  of  a  purple  Colour,  which 
in  fhort  time  after,  as  the  Water  cools>  abates  much  of  its  vi- 
vidity,  and  becomes  more  faint :  if  the  Waters  be  fuffered  to 
cool ,  and  be  quite  cold  before  the  Galls  are  injected  ,  no  al¬ 
teration  happens  upon  a  much  greater  proportion  of  Galls 
fuperadded ,  and  what  is  more  remarkable :  if  the  Water , 
which  is  permitted  to  cool,  be  recruited  by  the  Fire,  and  the 
fame  Tryal  reiterated,  it  offers  no  greater  fatisfa£fion  in  change 
of  Colour,  than  the  fecond  Experiment.  Confonant  to 
what  Andreas  Baccins,  a  Vetcrane  and  experienced  Souldier 
in  this  Mditia,  hath  formerly  obferv’d,  who  in  his  iecond 
Book  deTbermis, Cap.  io.  Pag.  dp,  hath  thefe  words,  Nulla 
Balnei  Aquay  eodem  cum  fuccejfuy  as  laude  bibit  nr  %  longe  ex* 
portata ,  quod  ad  fontem  proprium  maxim*  enim  pars  ex  ipfo 
fonte  haufta  ac  delata  ,  amittunt  omnem  virtutem ,  mult<t  non 
fervantur  per  hyemem  :  dilute  ylaviisy  &  qua  ulcunque  fervan  - 
tur  delate  a  fropriU  fonlhtilis,  fieri  non  potefi ,  <[tiin  amittunty  enm 

B  cal  ore 
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calore  fuo  Miner  all ,  vivificoj  illos  Spirits >  in  qnibies  omnis 
Juram’nti  vis  confiftit ,  qu&  ftmel  amijfa,  nnllo  poftea  extrin * 
feco  cakre  reftitmtar .  Qjiod  eft  valde  mtandnm. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  this,in  regard  it  is  a  very  ufe- 
ful  and  practical  Difcovery,  and  may  procure  more  real  advan¬ 
tage  to  mankind,  than  the  vain  and  unattainable  attempts  of 
the  PhilofophersStone> making  Glafs  malleable,  and  the  Qua¬ 
drature  of  a  Circle, 

Some  other  ObfervationsI  (halialfo  mention,  of  a  lefs  mag¬ 
nitude,  and  more  contra&ed  Circumference ,  as  the  dying  of 
the  Ba  h-guides  Skins,  the  Bathers  Linnen,  and  the  Stones  in 
the  bottom  of  the  Bath  ,  of  a  yellow  colour ,  and  the  eating 
out  of  the  Iron  Rings  of  the  Bath,  the  Iron  Bars  of  the  Win¬ 
dows  about  the  Bach ,  and  any  Iron  infufed  in  it ;  in  fo 
much  as  I  have  now  by  me  a  Gad  of  Iron  by  accident  taken 
up  among  the  Scones  of  the  Kings  Bath,  fo  much  eaten  out , 
anddigeftedby  the  Oftrich  Stomach  of  thefe  Waters,  that  the 
tweetnefs  extracted  what  remains  refembles  very  much  a  Ho¬ 
ney-Comb,  a  deep  perforation  in  many  places  being  attempted, 
and  the  whole  Gad  it  felf  reduced  to  a  thing  very  much  like  a 
Sponge* 

The  firft,  viz,,  the  Tin&ure  I  have  difcovered  to  arife  from 
an  Ochre ,  with  which  the  Bath  abounds ,  and  hath  aforded 
me  a  confiderable  quantity,  fo  that  now  I  have  near  a  Pound 
by  me ,  and  with  an  infufion  of  that  in  warm  water ,  tinge 
Scones  as  exa6tly  of  the  Bathe  colour ,  that  they  are  not  difcer- 
nable  one  from  another.  It  is  further  obfervable  that  the  nea¬ 
rer  the  place  of  Ebullition,  where  the  Springs  arile,  the  deep* 
er  and  finer  is  the  Yellow  colour,  fo  that  in  fome  places, 
about  the  Crofs  in  the  Kings  Bath ,  and  at  the  Head  of  the 
great  Spring,  at  the  Southweft  Corner  thereof,  it  is  almoft 
made  a  natural  Paint,  being  laboured  together  by  the  working 
of  the  Springs,  and  a  continual  fucceffion  of  new  Matter  com- 
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in"  on,  free  from  thofe  impurities  it  contrails  in  other  places, 
whic^  makes  it  diftinguifhable  into  two  or  three  forts  according 
to  itsmixture  with,  or  freedom  from,  more  adulterating  Matter. 
The  Clouts  alfo  and  Woollen  Rags,  which  the  Guides  ufe  to 
flop  the  Gouts  withal,  befides  the  Walls,  Slip-doors  and  Ports, 
when  the  Bach  is  kept  in  a  confiderable  time,  as  in  the  Winter 
feaion  it  ufeth  to  be ,  are  all  very  much  tinged  wich  this  yel¬ 
low  fubftance ,  and  if  at  any  time  they  chance  to  lye  unwalh’d 
or  noc  thrown  away,  they  fend  out  fo  ungrateful  a  fent,  that 
a  Man  had  rather  {retell  to  a  Carnation ,  Rofe,  Violet,  or  a 
Pomander,  then  be  within  the  wind  of  fo  unwelcome  a  fmell,  it 
bein"  the  greateft  policy  to  get  the  Weather-gage  in  this  encoun¬ 
ter.  ^  The  fame  thing  I  have  experienced  in  Veflels  at  home, 
where  after  it  had  flood  forne  time,  in  a  common  infufion 
of  warm  water,  I  have  the  fame  Reverence  for  that  as 
Pidures ,  and  do  aver  it  to  be  true ,  E  Longlnqtio  nvennti .« 
major. 

One  thing  more  is  to  be  noted  before  I  leave  this  particular, 
that  although  fo  much  of  this  yellow  Matter  is  continually 
bred ,  with  which  the  Neighbouring  Ground  is  fufficiently 
replenifht ,  os  I  have  found  by  digging  in  fome  places  not  r atr 
d  ftant,  yet  nothing  of  that  colour  is  difcoveredin  the  Con¬ 
cents,  a  probable  argumenc  it  either  evaporates,  to  whicn  I 
am  more  inclin’d ,  in  regard  I  find  it  much  more  copious 
where  the  Steam  of  the  Bath  meets  with  any  refiftance ,  or 
elfe  perhaps  which  is lefs  probable,  turns  colour  by  ch^fiie  in 
evaporation  that  way  5  lefs  probable,  I  fay,  becaufefor  further 
fatisfafiion,  I  have  decoded  the  Ochre  more  then  once,  and  find 
that  ic  rather  gets  then  lofes  in  its  colour. 

The  grecnifh  colour  arifeth  from  another  caufe. 

The  eating  out  of  the  Iron  I  conceive  murt  proceed  from 
fomething  Corrofive ,  and  till  any  one  can  alluic  metisfomt- 
thing  clfe  ,  I  (liall  judge  it  to  be  vicriol ,  and  that  it  may  ap- 

B  2  pear 


(io) 

pear  not  to  becaufed  by  the  bare  fleam,  as  Ruft  is  bred  upon 
Pot  .hooks  and  Cotterels  (as  feme  imagine)  befides  the  dif- 
ficuity  to  conceive  how  the  fleam  fliould  operate  under 
V5.  a  ter ,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Gad  before  mentioned  I 
made  a  Lixivium  of  the  contents  of  the  Water,  and  in  it  in- 
fufed  Iron  ,  but  a  very  fmall  time,  and  found  it  do  the 
.ariK  as  in  the  Bath  it  felf,  confidering  the  time  of  infufl. 
on;  and  the  very  Knives,  and  Spatules,  I  put  in  to  Air 
some  Rehdence  in  the  Bottom  ,  were  almoft  as  foon  as  dry, 
crufted  over  and  defended  with  a  rufty  coat.  V 

I  have  other  Arguments  I  fuppofe  will  contribute  fome- 
thing  more  to  the  confirmation  of  this  opinion;  as  that  with 
the  help  of  the  Sand  of  the  Bath  with  Water,  and  Galh 
I  make  good  writing  Ink ,  which  in  a  fhorc  time  comes  to 
be  very  legible  ;  but  the  i„fufion  of  the  Contents  in  com- 
mon  water ,  or  the  Lexivium  thereof,  with  an  addition  of 
an  mconfiderable  proportion  of  the  decotflion  of  Galls  makes 
it  tolerably  ltbjble,  on  the  firfl:  commixture,  only  the  firft 
vU.  that  made  with  Sand  ,  cafling  an  eye  of  decayed  red 
from  a  mixture  of  Oj.hre  conteined  in  the  fame.  Neither  is 
it  altogether  to  be  flighted  ,  that  the  Water  it  felf  hath  b^en 
her  tofore  ufed  by  the  beft  writing  Mafters  for  the  making 

f  I  n  ’  u  obicrving  by  tb«r  experience  ,  that  Ink  made 
with  Bath  water,  and  the  other  ufual  Ingredients  had  a  better 
Colour ,  and  was  more  lafting  then  any  other ,  preferred  this 
water  before  any  other  for  this  ufe,  as  I  have  been  infer 

™drDy  f°me  Cret!lbIe  Perfons-  Alfo  having  not  long  fince 
ccauon  to  pour  warm  water  on  the  Contents  of  the  Bath 

"  r,de5  t0  the  ™aklng  a  Lixivium  ,  feme  of  the  water  hap! 
pened  by  an  accident,  to  fallon  a  Bazilskin  I  fom«imes  ufe 

b.eddthof  an'ord'”"1’^  thj  Red  int0  Biack  'hen  the 

Curriers  Liquor,  Aflum I knowwdld  Hk  f  ^ 

,h„,  .hlXLi [%  S;*!  “s 

make  me  W  ater  much  rougher,  whiter  and  fourer,  then  I  find 


it  to  be.  To  which  I  may  add  that  many  judicious  perfons, 
my  Patients,  and  fome intelligent  and  eminent  Phyfic.ans  a!fo 
hale  affured  me  that  they  have  perfe&ly  difcerned  by  the 

Taft  a  mixture  of 

that  was  one  principal  Ingredient.  Tis  alfo  not  very  inconli- 
rierable,  that  the  Bath  water  alone  will  coagulate  Milk,  though 
not  after  the  ufual  way  of  making  a  Poffet ;  for  after  the 
Milk  and  Water  are  put  together,  it  muft  boil  pretty  fmartly, 
elfe  the  Curd  will  not  rife.  I  may  like  wife  fubjoyn  as  a  fur¬ 
ther  probability ,  that  on  the  relenting  of  the  Salt  extrafted 
into  an  Oyl  per  delirium,  there  is  a  very  fharp  StiPtick  and 
Vitrioline  tail  perceived  in  the  grofs  delictum,  as  alfo  in  the 
cleer  Oyl,  and  the  Salt  it  felf;  not  to  mention  its  (hooting  in¬ 
to  glebes  ’  of  which  I  have  fome  fmall  affurances  by  fome 
try als  I  have  made,  not  yet  fufficiently  (atisfaffory  ,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  difmifs  this  part  for  the  prefent,  with  the  greateft  proba¬ 
bility,  till  a  further  inquiry  (hall  make  me  pofitive. 

But  as  to  Nitre,  there  can  be  no  queftion  n  de  about  that 
I  fuppofe  ;  for  belides  the  quick  acrimonious  cooling ,  and 
naufeous  tafl,  moft  apparently  difcoverable  both  in  the  infu- 
fed  contents,  the  Salt  and  the  Oil  (the  latter  of  which, vU. 
the  naufeous  Taft,  I  take  more  particular  notice  or,  in  regard  it 
is  moft  predominant.,  and  affigned  by  Fa  lopitu  to  Nitre,  and 
the  Waters  impregnated  with  it,  which,  he  lays,  fometimes  do 
Mvertere  flomachum,  &  f  Mere  navfeam  ,  de  Therm.  Aq.& 
CAM.  c«p.  9 .  belides,  1  fay,  thefe  probab  e  conjectures )  what 
will  fee  it  beyond  all  conrradi&ion  is  that  it  hath  the  true 
rharatfteviftick  of  Nitre,  and  faoots  in  Needles,  as  Ions  and 
firm,  to  the  quantity  I  have,  a;  any  Ihavefecn  in  the  Shops,, 
of  which  I  have  now  lately  (hot  aoove  twenty  Sttrue , 
fome  near  an  inch  in  length  ,  which  ,  Keep  m  a  Gla.s 
ready  by  me  to  give  any  one  fadsfaftion  that  defines  to  lee  l  ,. 
belides  what  I  have  parted  with  to  fome  friends  abroad. 

I  the  rather  mention  this,  in  regard  it  hath  been  my  good. 

hap  to  bring  this  thing  to  perfection  and  autopt.ca!  Demon- 
l  n  r-  ~  It  ration. 


Oration  which  hath  been  in  vain  attempted  by  fome  induftrious 
perfons ;  not  that  I  am,  in  the  leaft,  willing  to  arrogate  to  mv 
felf,  or  derogate  ftom  them,  more  than  what  is  fitting ,  but  to 
confirm  this  Truth,  that  there  are  fome  Atollia  tempora  fandt : 
fome  opportunities,  when  Nature  will  give  willing  audience  1 
without  much  ceremony  or  ado,  confeffing  more  by  fair  per- 
fwafions,  than  racks  and  torments,  and  greater  importunity. 
And  thac  we  ought  to  be  very  cautious  how  we  affirm  a  thing 
not  to  be  upon  the  failure  of  a  fingle  or  fome  repeated  Experi- 
mans.  r 

t 

In  fine,  left  I  (hould  too  much  exceed  the  bounds  of  a  Let¬ 
ter,  what  concerns  the  caufe  of  the  Heat  of  the  Waters,  I  fay 
little  of  here,  only  tell  you  that  when  I  (hall  come  to  difeourfe 
of  that  Subjedf,  of  which  I  intend,  God  willing,  a  large  Difqui- 
fition  in  another  Language,  I  believe  I  Ihall  find  my  felf  ob¬ 
liged  not  !o  much  to  depend  on  a  fubterrean  Fire,  as  to  expetfi 
greater  latisfaftion  from  another  Hypothefis.  ^ 

^Mynm°/eLExSeTentS^  h,ave  made  upon  the  Sand,  Scum 
and  Mud  of  the  Bath  ,  with  fome  Obfervations  drawn  from 

the  Natura  Loci,  or  Ground  hereabouts;  but,  I  fear,  I  have 
been  too  tedious  already  ,  and  therefore  ,  without  further  ce¬ 
remony  ,  fhall  releafe  you  out  of  this  Purgatory,  with  the 
Subfcripuon  of, 

sir, 

Tour  mo  ft  Faithful  and 
much  Obliged  Servant 

THO.  GVIDOTT. 
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